
Lucia Queen of Light
FFCPC Member Emma Northup 

2013 Oregon Lucia

Finlandia Foundation Columbia-Pacific Chapter (FFCPC) member Emma Sofia Northup was appointed 
the 2013 Oregon Lucia on December 8, 2013.  Emma is the daughter of Marjo Northup, FFCPC member 
and longtime Finnish teacher at PSU, and Scott Northup.  Emma was crowned the 58th Oregon Lucia 
during the Scandinavian Heritage Foundation's (SHF) annual Christmas fair, ScanFair.  After her crowning, 
Emma walked thru the ScanFair crowds passing out cookies and posing for photos with visitors. 

As the 2013 Oregon Lucia, Emma received a $1,000 college scholarship from SHF.  Runner-up Sarah 
Braaten received a $500 college scholarship.  All Lucia Court members received custom-made necklaces 
donated by Sara Winter (Lucia Chair) and Jan Nielsen of Nielsen's Jewelers, and personalized memory 
books made by Lucia Court Chaperone Anita Schnacky.  Emma and the other three members of her court 
will reign until December 2014.  

Emma is comfortable in the limelight, her experiences range from starring in a movie about SHF children, 
providing the opening speech at SHF Nordic Business Lunches, teaching at the Portland Suomikoulu, and 
now reigning as Lucia.  Even wearing a crown of burning candles doesn't shake her.  Emma is a long-time 
volunteer having begun as a small girl at her mother's side at the Suomikoulu booth at ScanFair.  

In an interview with Emma, she said the following about her Lucia experiences and more:

1. Please describe your favorite Lucia experience to date.
Being Lucia was a very rewarding experience and I enjoyed every event that I went to, but I think my 
favorite one of all was participating in Lucia Dagen. The actual singing event was beautiful and I loved 
being a part of their Christmas traditions. The most memorable part that made it so special for me, was 
walking into a room with the court and all the young kids participating in the Lucia program for the Swedish 
school turning to look at us in awe.  It was the first time I saw how important Lucia was to those who had 
been raised with her story, and the impact I could have on the kids who looked up to her.

2. What are a few examples of your volunteer work for Finnish, Scandinavian, and other types of 
organizations?
Through Finnish school I have volunteered at ScanFair almost every year that I was old enough to actually 
be helpful. I was also part of the video that was used for fundraising the Scandinavian Cultural center, and 
during that time I was also present at several functions such as the Nordic Business Council luncheon, and 
the SHF gala to promote the video. Outside of the Scandinavian community I was a member of equine 4-H, 
and have been a volunteer at the Humane Society for Southwest Washington for almost two years. I also 
participate in several volunteer projects a month through National Honor Society and Key club.

3. What languages do you speak?
I speak English, Finnish, and some Spanish.

4.  Anything else you'd like to tell us:
I have wanted to be Lucia since I was a little girl, and it is such an honor to achieve that dream. The 
Scandinavian community has given me so much, and its truly a privilege to represent them as Lucia and 
give back to this wonderful community.

Emma certainly meets the Oregon Lucia criteria:  Nordic interest, community involvement, character, 
personality and poise.  Many other young women of Finnish descent have served as the Oregon Lucia.  
They include:

Alexandra Husari, 2011
Karita Lehtonen Hårrskog, 2008
Kaija Perkiömäki, 2009

Maija Klarin, 2003
Inkeri Chisholm Martin, 1996



Just as Emma dreamed of being Lucia, many girls and young women in Finland do too.  The Lucia tradition 
began in Finland over 60 years ago.  Each year on December 13, the Lucia is crowned  in the Helsinki 
Cathedral.  To learn more about the Lucia program in Finland:  
http://finland.fi/public/default.aspx?contentid=180781&contentlan=2&culture=en-US

The Finlandia Foundation Columbia-Pacific Chapter congratulates Emma on her 
well-deserved appointment as the 2013 Oregon Lucia and 

wishes her all the best in her college career.

Pirjo Kujansuu Schulbach
Volunteer for FFCPC and SHF

The exciting moment – Emma being crowned
as the 2013 Oregon Lucia on Dec. 8, 2014!
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Emma Northup leading the Lucia Court at the 
Christmas service at Messiah Finnish Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon, Dec. 2013.  
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